Munchausen syndrome by proxy: father as a perpetrator.
We conclude that fathers, as well as mothers and female caretakers, can be the perpetrators in Munchausen syndrome by proxy. Those same fathers may be even more difficult to detect when they do not fit previously described personalities and traits associated with mothers. We do not know if this case was an isolated incident or if some cases go undetected because fathers are not suspected as perpetrators. We hope that the case described in this article will alert the medical community to the possibility of either parent as a perpetrator in Munchausen syndrome by proxy.